
CITY OF BELMONT 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Planning Commission 

FROM: Karen Borrmann, Assistant Public Works 

VIA: Carlos DeMelo. Community Development Directo 

SUBJECT: June 17,2008 Planning Commission Meeting - Agenda Item 5B 
Discussion Regarding Decorative Streetlighting -Economic Development 
Redevelopment Sites 

Summary 
Enclosed are couies of some of the alternative streetlight details presented to the City Council on 
February 26, 2008 for use for Arterial Roadways and-for decorative purposes.  he-presentation 
to Council was primarily regarding streetlights for City Streets, but decorative purpose lighting 
might also be utilized within development projects. 

The City Council requested that the Planning Commission review and recommend a decorative 
streetlight fixture and appurtenant features (pole or standard, base, and mast arm) for use in the 
City of Belmont. The focus is on the Economic Redevelopment Areas, where shorter (typically 
more on the order of 12'. but potentially as tall as 20' high), decorative streetlights may be 
desired. Decorative streetlights have typically been installed where streetlight projects are 
undertaken, and when development projects occur. Typically decorative type of streetlights are 
installed where existing utility lines are not overhead lines but have been undergrounded. A 
mobile showroom with the fixture and sample standards in the different colors was at the City in 
advance of the February 26, 2008 City Council meeting, and several Planning Commissioners 
visited the showroom to view the samples. 

A decorative type of fixture, that also provides focused roadway oriented lighting, was approved 
by the Council for use on Arterial Roadways such as Ralston Avenue and El Camino Real and 
Old County Road, and is shown on one of the details enclosed with Exhibit A. The selected 
streetlight fixture type is as shown on the "LCGS (Philadelphia)" detail. Taller (and engineered) 
lights are needed for signalized intersections along Arterial roadways to effectively meet best 
practice design guidelines for streetlighting. The installation of conduit for the undergrounding 
project on a portion of Old County Road is currently underway. The design of the streetlight 
system for Old County Road is based upon use of this fixture and the specified mounting height, 
and conduit will be placed in the roadway based upon the spacing that is defined by the design 
parameters for this fixture. PG&E has provided the City a tentative schedule for the remaining 
work which anticipates completion by early 2010. 

The proposed approach was to utilize several types of compatible streetlights throughout the 
City. This approach is a practical one that provides a unified theme between areas with different 
lighting needs, without trying to have a "one size fits all" solution. It allows our community to 
gain desired aesthetics through the use of shorter and more decorative lights at focal points or 
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considered as reliable. Wood poles also tend to break when struck by vehicles. Copies of 
several alternative details illustrating possible wood pole streetlights are also attached to the 
report under Attachment A. There are existing streetlights in Belmont that are on wooden poles 
that may also be observed along Ralston Avenue and in streets surrounding City Hall. 

There are alternative manufactured poles that have the look of wood. These include composite 
materials made of fiberglass, steel core with a hardwood profile, or concrete. If additional 
information is desired on these options it may be presented a future meeting. 

Staff requests Commission discuss, comment, and make recommendation for decorative 
streetlights and appurtenant features such as poles and mast arm for use in the City of Belmont. 
as requested by the City Council. 

General PlanNision Statement 
The Downtown Specific Plan, amended July 25, 1995, recommends the following for the main 
boulevards in the downtown area, Ralston Avenue and El Camino Real. 

Downtown Boulevard Policy. El Camino Real from Middle Avenue to Broadway and Ralston 
Avenue from Hiller Avenue to Sixth Avenue shall be developed as the visually prominent, 
evergreen boulevards of the downtown as roadway improvements are phased over time. 

Design Guidelines. The intent is to achieve a continuous wall of evergreen street trees along 
properv frontages, and a landscape median where possible and as required,for trafic control. 
The boulevard cross section elevation illustrated below demonstrate the ultimate street right-of- 
way treatment which should be achieved through development of El Camino Real and Ralston 
Avenue over time in conjunction with trafJiC improvement upgrades. The following boulevard 
design guidelines set forth the design intent for right-of-way treatment, street trees and plant 
materials, and streetlighting. 

Streetlighting. Streetlighting at the sidewalk should be a distinctive frrture for the downtown 
district compatible with the architectural treatment theme. The frrture may haw an old- 
fashioned character such as the streetlights along Market Street in Sun Francisco (comparable 
frrtures include the National Series by Union Metal or those by Visco). Within the El Camino 
Real median, tall dual cobra-head jktures (PG&E) standard) mounted on signal poles at 
appropriate intervals to meet Caltrans standards should light both sides of  the roadways. All 
light poles should be painted a deep gun-metal blue. 

Architectural Goals and Objectives. A distinct architectural theme for downtown and 
commercial areas along the El Camino/Ralston axis should be based on one coordinated design 
theme to distinguish Belmont from surrounding communities and create a sense of a unrfied 
downtown area. The architectural s@le should be based upon use of the historic forms and build 
on the existing inventory of buildings that are either historic buildings or new buildings with 
historic elements. 
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The Downtown Specific Plan, amendment to the Architectural Theme and Treatment Policy 
dated July 6, 1999, recommends the following for the entire commercial area, including Old 
County road: 

In 1997, the Downtown Task Force recommended a cohesive architectural design theme for the 
commercial areas downtown and along El Camino Real. Old County Road, and Ralston 
corridors. The Task Force ,fuund that the prior use of multiple theme zones did not support 
creating a unified sense of place,for the main commercial part of Belmont nor did it help d@ne 
an area that could he considered Downtown Belmont. The Task Force recommended utilization 
of one unified theme from City border to City border along the El Camino Real, and the use o f a  
common architectural palette would help define Belmont k commercial area as unique ,from 
other cities and help define the limits of the downtown area. " 

Streetlighting Policy: AN street and parking lot lighting standards shall conform to the City 
"Acorn" design, and shall include integrated, interior shields to avoid the spread of light 
s!iynard and direct light donnwrd. Existing Acorn lighting should retrofit to this standard. 

Downtown Streetscape Design Guidelines, Belmont CA, July 1994 
A copy of a portion of the guidelines adopted by the Planning Commission on August 2, 1994 is 
attached to this report as Attachment B. The Planning Commission selected medium gloss black 
color, on October 4, 1994, for the street lamps and street furniture. 

Use of fixtures other than the Acorn fixture in the Downtown Specific Plan area would require a 
text amendment to the Specific Plan. (This would be considered at a future meeting). 

Public Contact 
No other public contact beyond posting of the agenda was initiated by the City in preparation of 
tonight's item. 

Attachments 
A. Streetlight Details - Commission only 

LCGS (Philadelphia) 
Teardrop (2' mast arm) 
Teardrop (6'mast arm) 
Acorn 
Wood Poles - Options 1-3 

B. Downtown Streetscape Design Guidelines - Commission only 
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LCGS (Philadelphia) 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

LUUIHAIRC: OIiE PlECEUNTZEO DUAABLECORROSiON R t S S r A N T  
A 3 5 6 C A S T A L U M N U M A L L O Y  IUMINAIRE SUPPLED 
WITHCLEARPATTEANEOPOLYCARBONATEOIFFUSLR 
TOPHINGEfiFOREASYRELAMPINO TOOLESSLATCH 
PAINTEDTOMATCHLUMINAIAE 

OPTIC% LUMINARE HOOD POUSES SEGMENTED ALUMINUM 
REFLECTOR T Y P E  I I * S I * l h l E T R I C )  OR T Y P E  V 
I S Y M M E T R C I  LIGHT O S T A I B U T O N  REFLECTOR 15 
FIELD ROTATABLE IN e o ' N C R t M E N T 8  

LAYPHOLOER: MEDIUM 8 A S E  PORCELAIN 

LAMP: !SOW H P 6  I O I O T H E R S )  

ULL IST:  H P F i C  W I\ ALITOTRANGFORMER. 2 0  S T I R T I N G  
TEMPERATURE iMULT-TAPVOLTAGEi  

ARY: O U I I A B L L  C O R R O S I O N  R E S I S T A N T  C A S T  A N D  
EXTRVOEDA'LUM~NUM CONSTRUCTION 

SHAFT. FABRICATED FRO" STEEL COIL STOCK (11  0 4 U O E J  
SHAFT HAS 6' BUTT, T h P E P N G  TO 3 ' T O P  MINIMUM 
YIELDSTRENGTH55,COOPS I SHAFT lNCLUDESATX6' 
HI \NDHOLEFURNlSHEDWiHCOYER 

BALE PLATE FABRICATED FROMSTRUCTURILOUALlTIHOT ROLLED 
S T t a  BASE TELESCOPESAND SCIRCUYFERENTIALLI 
WELDEDTOSHAFT 

DECORATIVE 8ASL: TWO PIECE WRAPAROUND. CORROSION RESSTAN1.  
DURABLECASTRLUMlNUMCONSTRUCTlON MlNiMUhl 
ZZSWRLLIHICKNFSS BASE CONSlSTSOFA SHOOT" 

T A P E R E D  BOTTOM SECTION A N 0  4 D E C O R A T I V E  
TAPERED FLUTE0 SECTION WITH E Y E L l L I  SPACED 
R A S E D Y E R T I C A L F L U T E S  B A S E 6  FURNISHEDWTH 
ACONTOUREU, RUTtO FLUSH HANO HOLEANDCOYtR 
HANDHOLE COYtRSUPPLlEDWlTHTAMPLA RESISTANT 
HARDWARL ( 4 1  114'-20 SET SCREWS PROVIDED TO 
SECUREOECORATIVE BASETO SHAFT 

ANCHORAGE: ( 4 )  1.X36'ANCHOR BOLTS. EACHSUPPLIED WlTH TWO 
NUTS ANDTWOWASHERS 

FINISH ELECTROSTATICALLIAPPLIEDBAYEDONTEXTUREO - 1 s . ~  d 

ACRYLlCENAMEL (COLOR 0 4 R K 0 R E E N )  "0" 

EXHIBIT 4 



TEARDROP (2' MASTARM) 

urmoroe:  ,4 . r : .  r * : . . , ~ . ~  eo:i; r*Cr. SC~PPIII:. w :* LC 
%, .$ ..\:, ~Wd,,,AS+9k<'S 

F,* i::. i,.?,~T,- ,'L.;.'APili.E:, i,.<l!, Ch . . X I  mi, 
e.5:- #:'.<*s,,, <$"$,c,v"<:<Y.:,R: 

EXHIBIT 4 



-mzFA-"".""-"U.*--.---.w.---.3---- 
------r-*.vs:*L--&L==n------ ---- '--- 

EXHIBIT A 



ACORN 
S t r e e t  L i g h t  

P.8.11 

EXHIBIT A 



WOOD POLE 
U m o n t  Optbn # 5 
Jlf8 WP pol-, Q u t t m  MI 302 l w n i n a i ~ ~  

EXHIBIT A 



WOOD POLE 
lklrwnt O p t h  * 1 

POP pala & cratctrmr with  qua^ PW-LOO Idnalrrd 

Grand Llm 

EXHIBIT A 



WOOD POLE 

Grmnd Line 

EXHIBIT A 
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The purpose of the downtown streetscape design guidelines is to enhance the downtown area by 
providing better accessibility, especially for pedestrians, and to improve its com~nercial and 
aesthetic appeal by creating a unified design concept for future public and private improvements. 
Consistent with the Downtown Specific Plan, these guidelines are intended to be used to assist the 
City to 

"achieve a well landscaped streetscape which distinguishes the downtown district, fonns the 
urban open space network and establishes a new design quality for El Camino Real and Ralston 
Avenue, the major gateways and surrounding streets. A visual streetscape hierarchy should be 
created which establishes El Camino Real and Ralston Avenue as major, prominent evergreen 
boulevards and all other downtown streets as having a uniform streetscape character:' 

The scope of the downtown area included within the work limits includes: 

North/South Streets 

El Camino Real 
Old County Road 
Elmer Street (from Ralston Avenue to O'Neill) 
Sixth Avenue (from Hill Street to Broadway) 
Fifth Avenue (from Waltermire to Broadway) 

East/West Streets 

Ralston Avenue (from 101 Freeway to Sixth Avenue) 
Masonic Way 
Waltermire Street (from Sixth Avenue to Elmer Street) 
Emmett Street (from El Camino Real to Sixth Avenue) 
O'Neill Street (from El Camino Real to Sunny Slope) 

The recommendations for standard street furnishings include: 

Street Trees 
Tree Grates and Guards 
Benches 
Trash Receptacles 

Street Lights 
Unit Pavers (previously established) 
Bike Racks (previously established) 
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" P r o i e c t  L i m i t s "  M a r ,  

"PROJECT LIMITS" MAP NORTH 0 
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I n v e n t o r v  o f  E x i s t i n g  S t r e e t  T r e e s  

El Camino Real 

Current Disposition: Very few trees except medians. 

Median trees include: Redwood, Honey Locust, Flowering Plum 
Others: Sycamore (at train depot), Australian Willow 

Ralston Avenue 

Current Disposition: 

Predominate tree west of El Camino Real is Glossy Privet. Very few trees east of El Camino 
Real. 
Others: Raywood Ash 

Old County Road 

Current Disposition: Very few street trees, especially south of Ralston (light industrial area). Little 
sidewalk. 

951 Old County Road (Mailboxes, Etc.) - Bradford Pear 
East side at new condos - Magnolia trees 

Masonic Wav 

Current Disposition: 

North side of new condos - Ash trees 
South side at Mailboxes, Etc. - Ash trees 

Sixth Avenue 

Current Disposition: 

Barber shop/Henri's (new trees) - Tristania laurina 
Safeway - Magnolias and Olive trees 

Fifth Avenue 

Current Disposition: No sidewalks (or very few). No distinctive trees. 
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Waltennire Street 

West of El Camino Real: 4 foot wide sidewalks, no street trees, 

East of El Camino Real: 5 foot walk on south side with new Tristania conferta. No sidewalk, no 
trees on north side. 

Emmett Street 

West of El Camino Real: No predominate street trees. 

O'Neill Street 

West of El Camino Real: No predominate street trees 
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S t r e e t  T r e e  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

El Camino Real 

Medians: 

Sequoia sempervirens 'Aptos Blue' (Redwood Tree) 
Gleditsia triacanthos 'Shademaster' (Honey Locust) 
Prunus cerasifera 'Krauter Vesuvius' (Flowering Plum) 

East and West Sides: 

Platanus acerifolia 'Centennial' (Sycamore Tree) 
Acacia melanoxylon (Black Acacia) 
Quercus agrifolia (Coast Live Oak) 
Gleditsia triacanthos 'Shademaster' (Honey Locust) 

Street Corners: 

Sequoia sempervirens 'Aptos Blue' (Redwood Tree) (Ralston Avenue only) 
Pyrus calleryana 'Aristocrat' (Aristocrat Pear) 
Prunus cerasifera 'Krauter Vesuvius' (Flowering Plum) 

Ralston Avenue 

Medians: 

Sequoia sempervirens 'Aptos Blue' (Redwood Tree) 
Tristania laurina (Water Gum) 

North and South Sides: 

Tristania conferta (Brisbane Box) 
Gingko biloba (Maidenhair Tree) 
Quercus rubra (Red Oak) 

Corners: 

Sequoia sempervirens 'Aptos Blue' (Redwood) (Hiller Triangle and El Camino Real only) 
Prunus cerasifera 'Krauter Vesuvius' (Flowering Plum) 
Pyrus calleryana 'Aristocrat' (Aristocrat Pear) 
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Arterial Streets 

North/South Direction Including Elmer Street. Old Countv Road. Fifth Avenue. and Sixth 
Avenue: 

Gleditsia triacanthos 'Shademaster' (Honey Locust) 
Pyrus kawakamii (Evergreen Pear) 

EastMTest Direction Includine Masonic. Emmett. Waltermire, and O'Neill: 

Eraxinus 'Raywood' (Raywood Ash) 
Pistacia chinensis (Chinese Pistache) 
Prunus cerasifera 'Krauter Vesuvius' (Flowering Plum) 
Tristania laurina (Water Gum) 
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S t r e e t  F u r n i s h i n g s  

Page 7 



T r e e  G r a t e  a n d  G u a r d  

Model: Tree grate: "OT, Title 24': b y  Urbnn Accessories, 
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B e n c h  

Model: Model 58 Bench (available in six and eight foot 
lengths) by DuMor Inc., Miffintown, Pennsylvania, 
(800) 598-4018. 

Description: Cast iron sl~pports  with steel barstraps, 
polyester powrier-coat fir~ish. 

Local Supplier: Ross Recreation Equipment Co., Inc, 
Watsonuille, California, (408) 722-3145. 

MODEL 58 BENCH 
Seat portion welded into 1 unit 
Custom lettering available for side panels. 
Am~lable in extended lengths in multiples of 6' and 81 

Materials 
Seating Sufface: 114" x 1-112" steel bar and 2.318" O.D. steel pipe. 
Supporis: Cast iron. 
hcjng: 1-1/16" OD. steel pipe 
Faslene~: Plated. 

Finish: Select from any polyffter powder color on page 2. 
(Black shown.) 

58-60 6' long, 2 supports, 296 Ibs. 
58-80 8' long, 2 supports. 358 lbs.. 

Suppod Options 
May be attached to surface or left free standing. 
For details of custom lettering on support sde panels. consult your 
DvMor representali= 



T r a s h  R e c e p t a c l e  

Model: "lronsites" Bethesda Series, Model S-424 b y  
Victor Storlley, Ittc., Dankirk, Maryland, 
(800) 368-257.3. 

Description: 32gollot1 capacity, welded metaletrap container 
w i th  liner, pozader-coot finish. 

Local Supplier: MIS Associates, (916) 272-8005. 
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Model: Luminaire: Model AA-07 b y  Architectural 
Landscape Lighting, Santa Ann, California, 
(714) 962-2286. Pole: Model LS-22 b y  
Architectural Landscape Lighting. 

Description: Luminaire: High pressure sodium w i t h  white 
polycarbonateglabe. Pole: Heavy, wall  cost 
aluminum, 12'-O"height,polyesterpow&r-coat 
finislr. 

Local Supplier: Luminee"ng Salcs, inc., Redwood City, 
Califonria, (415) 364-8838. 

ARCHITECTURAL 
. LANDSCAPE . ' .: 

". LIGHTING 
:. ,,*;.. '. :;." .. .. 
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U n i t  P a v e r s  

- Model: Holland t y p e  B-2 color b y  Interlocking 
Paving Stoflrs,  o r  eqrral. 

Description: Full sizc,  i~a nt~rnt~itrg b o ~ t d p a t t e r n .  

Local Supplier: Pacific Interlock, San lose ,  California, - 
(408) 257-3645. 
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B i k e  R a c k  

Model: Moilcl83 Loop Dike Rack b y  DuMor, Inc., 
Miff l ir~forur~,  Pcr~~rsyh,urria, (800) 598-4018. 

Description: Irnr: pipe urith pnlycstcrpn~uder-coatfinish, 

Color t o  bc sclectcri. 

Local Supplier: Ross Recreation Equipment Co., Inc, 
Watsor:uille, California, (408) 712-3145, 

I a *  
II 

Du Mor, inc. 
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